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BY A. T. PIERSON 


At the close of a sermon on 
“Abiding in Christ,” I met a young 
man in the inquiry room. I ad- 
dressed him at ‘once with a pointed 
inquiry : 

“I take it, sir, that you are here 
to talk with me about your spirit- 
ual interests.” 


“Well, sir,” said he, “I suppose 
you would consider my case a des- 
perate one. I am an unbeliever and 
a disbeliever — an infidel.” 


“But I suppose there are some 
things you believe. You believe 
the Bible to be the Book of God?” 

“No, sir.” 


“You believe Jesus Christ to be 
the Son of God ?”’ 

“No, sir.” 

“Well, at least you believe in a 
God.” 

“There may be a God. I can- 
not say I believe there is. I do not 
know. I have heard you preach to- 
night, and it seems to me that you 
must believe something —’’ 

“You are right, I assure you,” I 
interrupted. 

“And it gives you peace and 
comfort ?”’ 

“Right again.” 

“Well, I don’t believe anything 
and am perfectly wretched; and if 
you can show me the way to be- 
lieve anything, and to get happi- 
ness in believing, I wish you 
would.” 

“IT understand you and can help 
you if you will follow my pre- 
scription.”’ 


“Well, if you can help me, do it 


An Unbeliever Convinced 


quickly, for I have been carrying 
this burden as long as I can. I 
am a law student, but I am so 
wretched I cannot study nor sit 
still. I wandered in here tonight, 
and one thing impressed me, that 
you have faith in somebody or 
something, and you are happy in 
believing, and my envy of you 
brings me here.” 

I lifted’ my heart to God for 
special guidance and drew my 
chair up close to the unhappy man. 


“Tell me something to read,” he 
said. 

“I would have you read nothing, 
but the Bible. You have been read- 
ing too much; that is partly what 
is the matter with you. You are 
full of the misleading, plausible 
sophistries of the skeptics. Read 
the Word of God.” 


“But what is the use of reading 
the Bible when I do not believe it 
to be the Word of God?” 


I turned to John 5:39, and with 
my finger on the verse, slowly 
read: “Search the Scriptures; for 
in them ye think ye have eternal 
life; and they are they which testi- 
fy of me.” 

“Now,” said I, “if that means 
anything, it means that he who dil- 
igently searches the Scriptures will 
find that they contain the witness 
to their own divine origin and in- 
spiration, and to the Deity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 

“Well,” said he, “I'll read the 
Bible; but what beside ?”’ 

I read to him Matthew 6:6: 


*“Enter into thy closet, and when 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


Many Comments on Lodge Articles 


We are gratified at the unusual 
response to recent articles on 
“Lodges Examined in the Light, 
of the Bible” in The Sword of the 
Lord. 

From the Concordia Lutheran 
Seminary at St. Louis, Dr. J. 
Theodore Mueller writes a most 
brotherly and encouraging letter. 
After kind words about the paper, 
and a personal testimony, our 
brother Dr. Mueller says: 

“But above all, I liked your ar- 
ticles on Freemasonry. Kindly fol- 
low them up with articles showing 
how secret societies practically 
deny all distinctively Christian 
doctrines, such as the Trinity, the 
deity of Christ, His vicarious atone- 
ment, and the way to salvation by 
grace through faith in Christ, and 
how Freemasonry in the churches, 
among laymen and “ministers, 
brought over and into the church 
the awful deluge of modernism 
with its atheistic and communistic 
extremes. The religion of the 
lodge is modernism, rationalism, 
naturalism, the religion of the cor- 
rupt heart and mind of man, and it 
destroys the Christian faith. You 
cannot confess Christ in the church 
and deny Christ in the lodge. Your 
“either—or” is correct. I believe 
you ought to publish those articles 
in pamphlet form. You may tell 
your readers that the Synodical 
Conference Lutheran Church with 
about 7,000 churches and the 
American Lutheran Conference 
with about the same number are 
opposed to lodgism. 

“Cordially, 
(Signed) “J. Theodore Mueller”’ 


“Pp. S. In your fight against the 
lodges, there are thousands of 
true Christians who are with you 
to the finish. Lodgism is Satan- 
ism.” 

Thank the Lord for these 14,000 
Lutheran Churches in two con- 
ferences opposed to the unequal 
yoke, the blasphemous oaths, and 
the awful soul destruction and 


Christ rejection of the lodges! 
Many other great groups of Chris- 
tians in America are thoroughly 
convinced that no Christian has 
any business in the lodges. Dr. 
H. A. Ironside wrote kindly, also, 
about the lodge articles. 


Thirty-Second Degree Mason Says 
These Articles Have Led Him 
To the Light 


From New Jersey comes a re- 
markable letter. We quote from 
part of this letter without giving 
the name since I have not had an 
opportunity to ask the brother for 
permission to publish his name, 
though the letter is on file. 


“T have been reading The Sword 
of the Lord, and think it is the 
best little paper on true gospel 
that I have ever seen. Your ar- 
ticle on lodges has opened my eyes 
in a way to see things as I had 
never seen them before. I have 
been a Mason since 1920, gone up 
to the thirty-second degree, and 
joined the Shrine in 1921, but the 
Lord never had shown me this 
light until I read your article... 
Many times I have given my testi- 
mony, but since reading your ar- 
ticle I have prayed, and I think the 
Lord wants me to use my talents 
for Him. Please pray for me that 
this will not be such a great sacri- 
fice. I want to be in His service, 
without any strings of the world 
attached to me. Again I want to 
thank you for this paper, and as 
soon as my business picks up, I 
want to have it sent to some of my 
unsaved neighbors for whom I am 
praying and testifying to as often 
as I have the opportunity.” 

It Would cost quite a lot to put 
these lodge articles into a fine 
pamphlet. We covet your prayers 
that God will give special wisdom 
about who should publish it and 
that the necessary money will be 
supplied and many friends will be 
raised up to help spread the mes- 
sage so dearly needed. 
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DR. ROBERT J. WELLS 


Robert J. Wells, 
Pastor - Elect, 
In Dallas Sunday 


Sunday, February 11, the Gali- 
lean Baptist Church, Dallas, 201 
East Tenth Street, will have the 
privilege of hearing at all services, 
Dr. Robert J. Wells of Waterloo, 
Iowa. Recently the church called 
Dr. Wells as pastor and will be 
eagerly waiting his decision. 

Dr. Wells was to arrive in Dal- 
las Friday morning, and was to 
speak to officers, teachers, soul 
winners and young people’s offi- 
cers and workers Friday night. 
Sunday afternoon a very impor- 
tant meeting of all the men of the 
church has been called at 2:30 to 
discuss plans and policies, and to 
counsel and pray about the mat- 
ter of Brother Well’s call to the 
church and whether he will accept. 
If you are a man and member of 
the church, you are urged to at- 
tend. Great and glorious plans and 
decisions are expected here. 

The present pastor, Dr. John R. 
Rice will remain in charge of the 
church until a new pastor accepts 
and is installed in the work. He 
is especially interested about the 
call of Dr. Wells, who is an ear- 
nest and strong Bible teacher, a 
successful pastor and organizer 
and soul winner. His work in 
Waterloo, Iowa, at the Burton 
Avenue Baptist Church is going 
forward in a blessed, united way. 
May God lead him to decide. 

Should Dr. Wells come to Dallas, 
he would carry on the same doc- 
trine and the same standards of 
Christian living and soul winning 
which have been taught at the 
church since it was organized in 
1932 by the present pastor. 


700 PAGES GOSPEL MEAT IN 
17 BOOKLETS BY JOHN R. RICE 


Postpaid, only $1.00 


Subscribe for THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD. Some of the plainest 
gospe& preaching and Bible teach- 
ing in America, being used to save 
souls and bless Christians. $1.00 a 
year; thtee years, $2.00. 


201 E. 10th St.. 


Dallas, Texas 


>BY EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


(Sermon preached Monday night, 
October 2nd at First Baptist 
Church, Maywood, California — 
Stenographically reported.) 


PRAYER: Our Heavenly Father, 
send a real revival! We thank Thee 
for this good crowd on Monday 
night and for the new faces. We 
felt Thy presence last night and 
we believe You are going to answer 
prayer. Lord, we know we need a 
revival and that souls need to be 
saved. Then some are troubled, 
some have drifted away in sin and 
You seem a million miles away to 
some people. Show people here 
that You do answer prayer! Touch 
hearts and tender them and make 
them happy in Thee. We pray that 
loved ones will come to know Thee 
and find peace and forgiveness. If 
there are any sick, and You can be 
honored in it, let them trust in 
Thee and believe that Thou wilt 
answer prayer and in their hearts 
let them have faith to be healed. 
If there is somebody here tonight 
who is out of a job, give that one 
grace to trust You and claim Your 
promises. If there are people here 
who have broken friendships and 
their homes are on the rocks, Lord, 
fix it tonight. In Jesus’ name help 
me to preach boldly with fire and 
power from God, but humbly. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 


Turn with me to First Kings, 
chapter 18. I am preaching to- 
night on An Old-Fashioned, Fire 
From Heaven, Sin- Convicting, 
Home - Righting, City - Shaking, 
Life - Transforming, Soul - Sav- 
ing Revival — How to Have It. 
I hope I can make you see how 
to have a revival. There is no 
smartness of mine that can bring 
it, but I will give you what the 
Bible says. 

In First Kings, the 17th chapter, 
Elijah the Tishbite, who was of 
the inhabitants of Gilead, said un- 
to Ahab, “As the Lord God of Is- 
rael liveth, before whom I stand, 
there shall not be dew nor rain 
these years, but according to my 
word.” So Elijah here had the key 
to Heaven. Hé could say the word 
and there wouldn’t be dew nor 
rain. The Lord said, “Elijah, I am 
leaving it in your hands.” Elijah 
said, “‘All right, we will not have 
any rain until we have a revival.” 
Some people feel mighty bad when 
they think they are having a de- 
pression and hard times, but some- 
times it is the best thing that can 
happen. And so Elijah said, “We 
will have a drouth. It will not rain 
for a while.” 

Now we will begin reading the 
18th chapter, beginning with verse 


“And it came to pass after 
many days, that the word of 
the Lord came to Elijah in 
the third year, saying, Go, 
shew thyself unto Ahab; (the 
wicked king) and I will send 
rain upon the earth. 

“2. And Elijah went to 
shew himself unto Ahab. And 
there was a sore famine in 
Samaria. 

“3. And Ahab called Oba- 
diah (Here is a good man, 
Obadiah, but he is a man that 
cannot get his prayers an- 
swered. He works in _ the 
palace where wicked Queen 
Jezebel is and he can’t get a 
soul saved nor his prayers an- 
swered. God will pay no atten- 
tion to him. He works with 
wicked Queen Jezebel. He is 
God’s man but nobody has any 
confidence in him. Isn’t that 
a pity?) which was the gov- 
ernor of his house. (Now Oba- 
diah feared the Lord great- 


| ly:) 


An Old-Fashioned, Fire-From-Heaven Revival 


“4. For it was so, when 
Jezebel cut off the prophets of 
the Lord, (she killed all the 
preachers) that Obadiah took 
an hundred prophets, and hid 
them by fifty in a cave, and 
fed them with bread and wa- 
ter. 

“5. And Ahab said unto Oba- 
diah, Go into the land, unto all 
fountains of water, and unto 
all brooks: peradventure we 
may find grass to save the 
horses and mules alive, that 
we lose not all the beasts. 


“6. So they divided the land 
between them to pass through- 
out it: Ahab went one way by 
himself, and Obadiah went an- 
other way by himself. 


“7. And as Obadiah was in 
the way, behold, Elijah met 
him: and he fell on his face, 
and said, Art thou that my 
lord Elijah? 
“8. And he answered him, 
I am: go, tell thy lord, Be- 
hold, Elijah is here. 
“9. And he said, What have 
I sinned, that thou wouldest 
deliver thy servant into the 
hand of Ahab, to slay me? 
“10. Ag the Lord thy God 
liveth, there is no nation or 
kingdom, whither my lord 
hath not sent to seek thee: and 
when thy said, He is not there; 
thou hast shut thy door, pray to 
thy Father which is in secret; and 
thy Father which seeth in secret 
shall reward thee openly.” 

“If that means anything, it 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Editor In Hammond- 


Chicago Area 
Through Feb. 18 


The editor of The Sword of the 
Lord is in revival services at the 
Pine Street Presbyterian Church, 
Hammond, Indiana, beginning last 
night (Monday) and running 
through Sunday, February 18th. 
Rev. Thomas J. Hueston is the 
much loved pastor. Brother Robert 
Maugan of Moody Bible Institute 
leads the singing. In the first 
service the Lord was present to 
convict, and there were a good 
many tears as we confessed our 
need of broken hearts and a real 
shaking up of our lives so that God 
could use us. 

Today at noon I spoke on “Heav- 
en” over WMBI, the Moody Bible 
Institute Radio Station, at the noon 
hour. Sunday morning I am to 
broadcast as guest of the Gideons 
in Hammond, and the Christian 
Business Men’s Committee has 
asked me about speaking five 
days next week in the downtown 
theatre meetings broadcast over 
radio WJJD, where I preached -six 
weeks last year, in two engage- 
ments. Many readers can listen 
in: 12:30 to 1:00 week-days, ex- 
cept Saturday; 1130 kilocycles. 

It is a joy to meet many friends 
at the Founders Week Bible Con- 
ference of Moody Bible Institute, 
celebrating the 103rd birthday of 
Dwight L. Moody. I will attend 
a bit, this week, though preach- 
ing each night and some days, and 
writing a lot. 

The editor is accepting a good 
many engagements for revivals, 
and earnestly requests prayer that 
wisdom from God may be given 
to go just where He plans, and no- 
where else, and that a great anoint- 
ing of the Holy Spirit may be 
given me. Praise God that He led 
me into full-time evangelistic work. 


Center and pastor H. H. Drake, 
there were many blessings, for 


| which we thank God. 
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Old-Fashioned Revival — | 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


he took an oath of the king- 
dom and nation, that they 
found thee not. 

“11. And now thou sayest, 
God, tell thy lord, Behold, Eli- 
jah is here. 

“12. And it shall come to 
pass, as soon as I am gone 
from thee, that the Spirit of 
the Lord shall carry thee 
whither I know not; and so 
when I come and tell Ahab, 
and he cannot find thee, he 
shall slay me: but I thy serv- 
ant fear the Lord from my 
youth (I have been a church 
member all my life. I have 
been serving the Lord and 
now you are going to get me 
killed here). 

“13. Was it not told my lord 
what I did when Jezebel slew 
the prophets of the Lord, how 
I hid an hundred men of the 
Lord’s prophets by fifty in a 
cave, (fifty in one and fifty in 
another) and fed them with 
bread and water? (Here he 
lived in the king’s palace and 
fed his stomach abundantly 
with good things. He had ice 
cream and cake. He saved the 
lives of one hundred preach- 
ers, but fed them bread and 


water while he lived in the 


king’s palace). 

he And now thou sayest, 
Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Eli- 
jah is here: and he shall slay 
me. 

“15. And Elijah said, As the 
Lord of hosts liveth, before 
whom I stand, I will surely 
shew myself unto him today. 

“16. So Obadiah went to 
meet Ahab, and told him: and 
Ahab went to meet Elijah 
(Here a king comes to meet a 
godly preacher.) 

“17. And it came to pass, 
when Ahab saw Elijah, that 
Ahab said unto him, Art thou 
he that troubleth Israel? 

‘18. And he answered, I 
have not troubled Israel; but 
thou, and thy father’s house, in 
that ye have forsaken the 
commandments of the Lord, 
and thou hast followed Baalim 
(an idol god). 

“19. Now therefore send, and 
gather to me all Israel unto 
mount Carmel, and the proph- 
ets of Baal four hundred and 
fifty, and the prophets of the 
groves four hundred, which eat 
at Jezebel’s table. 

“20. So Ahab sent unto all 
the children of Israel, and 
gathered the prophets together 
unto Mount Carmel (He thinks 
all is forgotten so he gets 
busy and he got a crowd out 
there. Ahab wanted to kill the 
preacher but now he is going 
around handing out handbills. 
After God sends a drouth for 
three and a half years, busi- 
ness begins to pick up!) 

“21. And Elijah came unto 
all the people, and said, How 
long halt ye between two 
opinions? if the Lord be God, 
follow him: but if Baal, then 
follow him, And the people 
answered him not a word. 

“22. Then said Elijah unto 
the people, I, even I only, re- 
main a prophet of the Lord; 
but Baal’s prophets are four 
hundred and ‘fifty men. 


“23. Let them therefore give 
us two bullocks; and let them 
choose one bullock for them- 
selves, and cut it in pieces, 
and lay it on wood, and put 
no fire under: and I will dress 
the other bullock, and lay it 
on wood, and put no fire 
under: 


“24. And call ye on the 
name of your gods, and I will 
call on the name of the Lord: 
and the God that answereth by 
fire, let him be God. And all 
the people answered and said, 
It is well spoken (They said, 
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‘That is fair. You are going 
to promise something that we 
will see). 

“25. And Elijah said unto 
the prophets of Baal, Choose 
you one bullock for yourselves, 
and dress it first; for ye are 
many; and call on the name of 
your gods, but put no fire 
under. (You killed your steer 
and put wood on the altar, 
then set the wood on fire, and 
we will see what will hap- 


pen.) 

“26. And they took the bul- 
lock which was given them, 
and they dressed it, and called 
on the name of Baal from 
morning even until noon, say- 
ing, O Baal, hear us. But there 
was no voice, nor any that 
answered. And they leaped 
upon the altar which was 
made. 

“27. And it came to pass at 
noon, that Elijah mocked 
them, and said, Cry aloud: for 
he is a god; either he is talk- 
ing, or he is pursuing, or he 
is in a journey, or peradven- 
ture he sleepeth, and must be 
awaked. (Elijah said, ‘Yeah, 
you and your god. If he doesn’t 
answer what are you going to 
do? Maybe he is asleep. Cali 
louder.” Elijah hooted and 
jeered while they prayed. That 
is a funny prayer meeting, 
isn’t it?) 

“28. And they cried aloud, 
and cut themselves after their 
manner with knives and lanc- 
ets, till the blood gushed out 
upon them. 

“29. And it came to pass, 
when midday was past, and 
they prophesied until the time 
of the offering of the evening 
sacrifice, that there was nei- 
ther voice, nor any to answer, 
nor any that regarded. 

“30. And Elijah said unto 
all the people, Come near un- 
to me. And all the people 
came near unto him. And he 
repaired the altar of the Lord 
that was broken down. 

“31. And Elijah took twelve 

stones, according to the num- 
ber of the tribes of the sons 
of Jacob, unto whom the word 
of the Lord came, saying, 
Israel shall by thy name: 
* “32. And with the stones he 
built an altar in the name of 
the Lord, and he made a 
trench about the altar, as 
great as would contain two 
measures of seed. 

“33. And he put the wood 
in order, and cut the bullock 
in pieces, and laid him on the 
wood, and said, Fill four bar- 
rels with water, and pour it on 
the burnt-sacrifice, and on the 
wood. (Now Elijah is making 
it too hard for God to do any- 
thing. Somebody says, ‘You 
can’t have a revival. It is too 
hard’ Well, Elijah made it 
hard. He knew God could do 
it with wet wood as well as 
with dry wood. Do you be- 
lieve that? Do you think God 
can save an infidel as easy as 
he can a child? Do you think 
God can give a revival in May- 
wood as well as anywhere 
else? Elijah said, ‘Fill four 
barrels with water and pour 
it on.’) 

“34. And he said, Do it the 
second time. And they did it 
the second time. And he said, 
Do it the third time. And they 
did it the third time. 


“35. And the water’ ran 
round about the altar: and he 
filed the trench also with 
water. (He said, ‘Take the 
trench and fill it with water. 
If God does not answer by fire, 
we need not serve Him.) 

“36. And it came to pass at 
the time of the offering of the 
evening sacrifice, that Elijah 
the prophet came near, and 
said, Lord God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and of Israel, let it be 
known this day that thou art 
God in Israel, and that I am 
thy servant, and that I have 
done all these things at thy 
word. 

“37. Hear me, O Lord, hear 
me, that this people may know 
that thou art the Lord God, 
and that thou hast turned 
their heart back again. 

“38. Then the fire of the 
Lord fell and consumed the 
burnt-sacrifice, and the wood, 
and the stones, and the dust, 
and licked up the water that 
was in the trench. 

“39. And when all the people 
saw it, they fell on their faces: 
and they said, The Lord, he is 
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the God; the Lord, he is the 
God.” 


They meant He is not only God, 
but He is the only God there is. 
“The Lord, he is the God.” 

May God open our hearts. Here 
is a great revival, a wonderful re- 
vival. Note the conditions. The 
land is covered with sin. People 
have become backslidden. Chris- 
tians are ashamed. Lots of preach- 
ers have been put to death and a 
few are hidden out. One hundred 
prophets were saved by putting 
fifty in one cave and fifty in an- 
other cave. Obadiah feared the 
Lord greatly. He was the gover- 
nor of the king’s household where 
wicked Jezebel reigned. They 
were idolaters. He was afraid to 
open his mouth for God and kept 
it a secret. He kept his good job 
and his nice salaries and fed bread 
and water to the preachers. So 
the preachers had no influence. 
Elijah was the only man God would 
hear. The Lord said to him, “It is 
not going to rain except at thy 
word. There will not be dew or 
rain until you say the word.” One 
man believed God. Others were 
saved people but their faith was all 
gone, their courage was all gone. 
They were defeated and whipped 
and so they quit on God. And the 
land was so wicked and God 
brought such a drouth, that Ahab 
said to Obadiah, “You go this way 
and I will go that way and we will 
see if we can find one spring of 
water and a little grass around 
it so that all the animals will not 
die. The drouth has been so sore 
that we have had no rain nor dew 
these years.”’ So they went through 
the land. Ahab sent to every na- 
tion and said, “If you find that 
prophet Elijah who brought a curse 
on the land, send him to me. If 
I get my hands on that preacher, I 
will make him stop this drouth.”’ 

Then Elijah came, and God an- 
swered by fire! 


I read you down to verse 40 in 
that chapter because God’s Word 
is more important than what I 
could say about it. I call your 
attention to. some things God's 
Word said about how this revival 
came. Here God says a great na- 
tion has turned into sin. The 
church members are backslidden. 
The preachers are defeated and 
whipped. The world has gone so 
far wrong that they even deny the 
God who made them. Yet here one 
man proves God to the people, so 
that God can give a mighty re- 
vival. How can we have that kind 
of a revival? 


Let us consider Obadiah. He was 
a Christian man but he couldn’t 
have a prayer answered by God; 
he couldn’t win a single soul. Oba- 
diah was a good man. The Bible 
says he was. He feared the Lord 
greatly, and he himself said, ‘I thy 
servant fear the Lord from my 
youth.” He saved fifty men in one 
cave and fifty in another and he 
fed them bread and water when 
he was governor of the palace, and 
Queen Jezebel wanted to kill every 
preacher. He saved these preachers 
alive and kept them in the cave. 
He was God’s man and feared the 
Lord but he had lost his power. 
He was a Christian but he had 
lost his power and influence, had 
sold out to the world. 

A lot of you here tonight are 
the same way. I think that is 
about the saddest thing that can 
happen to a Christian. You re- 
member the time, (you can put 
your finger on the day, a warmth 
comes around your heart) when 
you found Christ and knew your 
sins Were forgiven. I think about 
the song: 

“Happy day, happy day, 

When Jesus washed my sins 

away!” 
Oh, how sweet that time was; 
but now to have all the sweetness 
is gone! You remember there was a 
time when you had your prayers 
answered but it has been so long 
now since God has answered your 
prayer. There was a time when 
you gave a testimony, there was 
a sweetness and richness in your 
heart, and it moved the hearts of 
people, when your tears were 
turned to laughter and there was 
joy and praise in your heart! The 
Bible was rich to you and you 
loved to read it; but some way it 
isn’t so now. You are saved as 
much as you were back yonder, for 
when God does the saving, He 
does the keeping. (You .don’t de- 
serve salvation when you _ get 
it, and you don’t deserve it 


when you keep it.) But you 
are like Obadiah — = big a 


good man, sincere and hoifest, and 
loved God and served od and 
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saved the lives of preachers, but 
he got hold of a good job in the 
household of wicked Ahab and 
Jezebel, and like many a man, lost 
his power. The Bible has case 
after case like that. 

In this church there are ex- 
amples. You have a lot of good 
people in this church and congre- 
gation, but listen to me, you can’t 
pray down fire from God. God 
won’t hear you when you pray. I 
will tell you why. You are like 
the man Obadiah, in the wicked 
household of Jezebel, and you have 
been whipped and defeated, and 
you do not have the courage to 
stand up and fight the devil. You 
smoke the same brand of cigar- 
ettes, you go to the same lodge the 
devil’s crowd goes to. You yoke 
yourself up with the crowd that 
don’t believe the Bible and don’t 
believe in God — yoked up with 
unbelievers, and little by little you 
have lost your power. Now when 
you pray nothing happens. When 
you talk to a sinner, nothing hap- 
pens. That is the case of Oba- 
diah. He was a church man but he 
couldn’t have a revival. Some of 
you here tonight, if some of your 
children are ever saved and kept 
out of hell, they will have to be 
dragged over your poor failure of 
a Christian life. You don’t have 
any influence. 

Some of you are like Lot in 
Sodom. When you speak to your 
sons-in-law you are as one who 
mocks. He tried to get his wife to 
come out of Sodom and she had 
no confidence in him, so she looked 
back and became a pillar of salt 
and all of his married daughters 
stayed there and laughed at the old 
man’s religion. It was a joke to 
them. The Lord being merciful to 
them, brought them out, but they 
took Sodom with them. I tell you 
now, it is a sad business when you 
get the wicked world or a wicked 
city in your family. This man, 
saved man, had no power, no fire 
from God; he had sold out. He 
called the devil’s crowd “breth- 
ren.” The daughters went out of 
Sodom but they took Sodom with 
them, and these two daughters 
were soon ruined by their own fa- 
ther. I tell you, many of you right 
here tonight, if we have a revival, 
some of you will have to become 
changed and transformed men. 
You can’t go on like Obadiah and 
have favor with God. 

Take Samson. He was really a 
man of God, anointed of God. The 
Spirit of God came upon him 
again and again. He delivered 
Israel from the Philistines and was 
a judge of Israel’for many years. 
God had a use for that man, but 
he laid his head in the lap of De- 
lilah and again and again and 
again he played with sin, but one 
time too many! He told all the 
secrets of his power and she had 
the seven locks of his head shaved 
off. He thought he still had his 
strength, but this time he “wist 
not that the Lord was departed 
from him.” 

Some of you are like that to- 
night, You can’t reach God, can’t 
do it for a thousand dollars, not 
if souls depended upon it! Some 
are like Obadiah —- good men and 
good women. Oh,my heart goes out 
to you, but I say now, you are 
spiritually dead as far as any pow- 
er is concerned. The salt has lost 
its savour! You cannot save this 
town. You are the kind of Chris- 
tians that can’t have any prayers 
answered, your influence is not 
Christian influence, and so you can- 
not bring a revival. You are like 
Obadiah. God have mercy on peo- 
ple like Obadiah who are tied up 
with the world. This saved the job 
of Obadiah and it keeps your job, 
too. It helped Lot down in Sodom 
for a while and then he lost his 
money and his family was ruined. 
So with David and many others. 
I beg you, Christians, come out and 
be separate, and have favor with 
God! 


Here is another lesson I want 
you to notice. This people talk 
about having a revival. Listen to 
this (vs. 21): 

“And Elijah came unto all 
the people, and said, How long 
halt ye between two opinions, 
if the Lord be God, follow him: 
but if Baal, then follow him. 
And the people answered him 
not a word.” 

You know, I have an idea Eli- 
jah felt like I do — I would like 
to get a pitchfork and go up and 
down this land and make people 
get on one side of the fence or the 
other, be for God or for the devil. 
“Why halt ye between two opin- 
ions,” he said. Either serve God or 
idols. But the people didn’t say a 


word. He said, “Do you believe in 
God or don’t you? Do you believe 
in the Bible or don’t you? Will 
you live for God or for the devil?” 
And they answered back, “None of 
your business. We are not ready 
to decide for either one.”’ No, the 
Bible says they didn’t say anything, 
but I am sure that is what they 
thought. It takes more than just 
talk to win anybody. 


I tell you, the trouble in this - 


town is that some of you can’t win 
your own children. You say to 
your boy or girl, “Look here, you 
ought not to go to this place or 
that and drink beer, dance, and 
mix with the devil’s crowd.” 

They don’t pay any attention to 
you, and the real truth is that in 
their hearts they do not under- 
stand why. I am sure they think, 
“Any kind of a religion that isn’t 
a miracle religion, any kind that 
can’t work miracles in my heart 
and give me what the world can’t 
give, I don’t want it.” 

It is no modern problem. It is as 
old as mankind itself, and hungry 
human hearts must have evidence 
from God, and if there is not a mir- 
acle worked in their hearts, they 
are not going to be saved. 

“And the people answered him 
not a word.” All the preaching is 
not going to do any good; all the 
talking is not going to do any 
good until you can put up the 
goods. It must be proven that 
there is a supernatural God. 

Elijah said in verse 4: 

“Call ye on the name of 
your gods, and I will call on 
the name of the Lord: and the 
God that answereth by fire, let 
him be God.” 

That is a plain statement. Eli- 
jah said, ‘““My God will answer my 
prayers. I can prove my God be- 
fore the world. My God is one that 
can answer by fire, can work 
miracles, and He will prove it.’’ 
The people said, “That is fair 
enough. It is well spoken. If you 
can show the goods, we will be- 
lieve.” I will tell you right now, 
this world has a right to expect 
something to happen to Christian 
people. They said, ‘‘It is well spok- 
en.” And we read further that the 
fire came and burned up the sacri- 
fice, burned up the wood, burned 
up all the stones and the dust, and 
licked up the water that was in the 
trench, and when the people saw 
what happened, they fell on their 
faces, thousands and thousands and 
gens of thousands -—— the people 
fell on their faces that day and 
said, “The Lord, he is the God! 
The Lord, he is the God!” 

I tell you what we need here. 
You say, “We want a revival.” I 
tell you now, the religion of the 
Lord Jesus Christ is a miracle re- 
ligion. We need people to 


us as was said of Paul, “Paul, 
thou art beside thyself; much 
learning doth make thee mad.” 


Paul answered back, “Why shoul 
it be thought a thing incredible 
with you, that God should raise 
the dead?” If He is a God, He 
can raise the dead, He can work 
miracles. 

Dr. Blanchard said, “If He is 
God, He must act like God.” And 
God is the One who made the world 
and therefore God can answer 
prayer and work miracles. You 
Say you don’t believe in miracles? 
It is high time somebody brought 
you to your senses. You could not 
be a Christian without believing in 
miracles. 

The Bible is a miracle Book, not 
an ordinary book. I do not have 
time to prove that, though I can, 
that the Bible is the Word of God. 
I can prove it by historical facts 
so clearly written down before 
time — I can prove it so that no 
intelligent, educated person can 
doubt the authority of that Book, 
that it is historically correct, and 
the only absolutely accurate his- 
tory book in the world. It is sci- 
entifically accurate. That Bible is 
the only absolutely book on sci- 
ence in the world. Other books get 
out of date. Some “discoveries” of 
so-called scientists turn out not to 
be so. The Bible told that the 
world was round before scientists 
knew it. The Bible told, 3,500 years 
ago, that the world hung out in 
Space on nothing. The Bible gave 
a law which evolutionists have not 
been able to break, that each 
Species brings forth “after its 
kind.” The Bible told that “the 
life is in the blood.” Scientists 
didn’t know that until modern 


times. Then the Bible has so many . 


prophecies of the future foretold 
and already come to pass, and line 
for line so that intelligent and in- 


formed people cannot doubt that 
(CONTINUED ON PAGBE 8) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


PAGE THREE 


Old-Fashioned Revival — 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


this Bible is what it claims to be, 
a miracle book. The Bible is the 
infallible Word of God, and you 
can’t be a Christian without believ- 


‘Now what does it mean to be a 
Christian? Some people think that 
to go to church and belong to 
church and give a dollar on Sun- 
day is being a Christian, but that 
is not. That might mean being a 
Baptist, but_a man can be a Bap- 
tist without being a Christian. Be- 
ing baptized does not make you a 
Christian. It takes more than be- 
ing baptized, more than water, it 
takes blood to make a Christian. 
Well, what does it mean? God has, 
for Christ’s sake, made you a new 
creature. There is something in- 


of God, makes you a partaker of 
the divine nature. The Spirit of 
God literally came in and-dwells 
in your body. If you did not have 
that miracle happen to you, you 
are no child of God. You may bea 
good, moral man, a good, clean 
man, you may understand the Bi- 
ble, live a good life, but that does 
not make a Christian, You may 
say, “Brother Rice, I am a mem- 
ber of a church,” but being in the 
church does not make you a Chris- 
tian any more than being in the 
garage makes you an automobile. 
Being in the church does not make 
you a . Unless a miracle 
has happened to you, unless you 
have been born again, my friend, 
you are not a Christian. 

The other day on the street in 
Petersburg, Illinois, I preached on 
“Ye Must Be Born Again.” A 
Presbyterian elder came by in 
front of the church Sunday morn- 
ing and said, “Say, I am going to 
come hear you again. I heard you 
yesterday and I haven’t ever heard 
anything like that. This business 
about being born again, I would 
like to know more about that.” 

He was a member of a church 
and had been for forty-three years, 
I believe he said, and I think he 
had been a Presbyterian elder for 
thirty years and he did not know 
about being born again. He said, 
“T want to know more about that.” 
The churches are full of people all 
over the country who have never 
really been born again. That is 
the reason that on Thursday night 
I am going to preach on “Religious 
but Lost,” or “‘Deluded or Damned.” 
There are multitudes of people who 
have never been born again, and 
if you have not been, you are not 
a Christian, you are not a child 
of God. You are still in your sins. 
You are still damned. I use that 
term as the Bible uses it — you 
are a condemned sinner, undone 
forever unless you have had a 
miracle happen to you. 

I am glad I am called to preach. 
God in some way touched my 
heart, and planned it and called 
me and anointed me. When I 
preach and God blesses, it is not 
magnetism nor personality nor col- 
lege training. When God saves 


sinners and gives revivals, it ir 
the miracle of the Holy Spirit of 
God which comes in people’s hearts 
and saves hardened sinners, That 
is one reason bootleggers and in- 
fidels and criminals are saved. I 
know that God works a miracle 
every time a revival comes. — 

The people said to Elijah, “We 
are not interested. Nothing do- 
ing. We can’t have a revival.” And 
Elijah said, “We will see if God 
can, Listen, I will put up an altar 
here and put a bullock on that and 
ask God to answer by fire and 
burn it. If God doesn’t do it, I 
will not ask you to serve my God. 
Are you willing to put it on that 
basis? The God who answers by 
fire, let Him be God.” 

When my father started out to 
preach, a man said to him, “Will, 
you are young and you are making 
a fool of yourself. You can go far 
in this world. You have a per- 
sonality and a good mind, and you 
could make lots of money, see the 
world, make a name for yourself 
and now you go throw yoirself 
away preaching the gospel. Will, 
there is nothing to it.” 

My father said, ‘I tell you now, 
you are dead wrong if you ‘hink 
there is nothing to Christ am! the 
Bible and salvation. There is s\me- 
thing to it. I can prove it to you. 
You come and sit on the front seat 
in this first revival and hear ine 
preach, and if you are not savei 
during. this revival, I will never 
preach again. I will lay the Bible 
down. There is nothing to my call 
to preach if God won’t save you.” 


The man answered, “I am a 
mighty busy man, but I think 
enough of you to break you of this 
foolishness, and we will get this 
thing settled if you mean business 
about it.” 

So he came and sat on the front 
seat. The first time my father 
preached, nothing happened to him. 
And my father said, “If God don’t 
help me, I am ruined. God called 
me to preach. How can I quit 
preaching? I told this man I would 
lay down my Bible if after he had 
heard me preach during this reviv- 
al, he was not saved.” He said, 
— God, it is up to You to do 

The next time the man sat on 
the front seat: That time he was 
a little bit more sober, and the 
third night he came and broke 
down — came weeping down to 
the altar. He confessed how un- 
godly he was, how great a sinner 
he was. 

He said, “God has been good to 
me to let me live. Will, pray for 
me.” He was saved and so my 
father did not have to quit the 
ministry! 

What we must have is miracles 
from Heaven. Don’t misunderstand 
me. I am for organization if God 
is in it. I believe in advertising 
for a revival if God is in it, but I 
am not for a revival unless fire 
from God, a miracle of God, works 
on people’s hearts. That is what 
I want us to have here. I want 
you now to begin to say, “Oh, 
God, show me what You showed 
in other days, the same miracle of 
grace that move people’s hearts. 
Take the stumps out of the’road of 
this revival.” 

Is God dead? Is there a God 
who answers by fire? I challenge 
you to put Him to a test, find out 
for yourself whether it is true. 


May I give a humble word of 
testimony? When God called me to 
preach, I was saved but didn’t 
know much about the Bible. I be- 
lieved the Bible, I won souls, but 
I did not know for sure that the 
Bible was scientifically accurate. 
I heard William Jennings Bryan 
in Chicago in 1921. I was a college 
teacher, had done graduate work 
in the University of Chicago. That 
is a hot-bed of infidelity. I came 
up against the question, Is the Bi- 
ble true? University teachers say 
it isn’t true, and Bryan spoke on 
“The Bible and Its Enemies.” I 
said, “Oh, God, I am going to 
find out and know for myself.” 
And blessed be God, I did find out! 
I gave up my college teaching and 
entered the ministry. Many, many 
times I have tested the Bible to 
see if it» works, and it does, It 
is the miracle book of a miracle- 
working God. If we cannot have 
miracles, how are people to be- 
lieve in our God? 


I remember in 1926 I gave up a 
ood salary, gave up being pastor 
of a good church which furnished 
me with a nice home. The Lord 
had prospered and blessed, but I 
felt led of God to give it up, and 
I went into evangelistic work. We 
built a little brick home, and lived 
in Fort Worth. You folk from 
Fort Worth here remember where 
that home was on James Street? 
Then when God called me to Dal- 
las we gave it up, and dared to 
prove God. And in 1926 I made a 
proposition with the Lord. I said, 
“Lord, You look after my family 
and my business and I will look 
after Your business.” Oh, I have 
not kept my part of the bargain so 
well, but God has kept His. He has 
been wonderfully good to me. I 
am accountable for three full-time 
helpers who work for me, and my 
own household. Besides that, I 
have had my radio services. Print- 
ing booklets and tracts cost be- 
tween $50.00 and $150.00 a month 
(More now — $371.00 in November 
alone.) Some people help on that. 
I gave away some 4,600 in Chica- 
go in February of this year, and 
I give many of them away in other 
places. I have this paper, The 
Sword of the Lord. My wife and 
I have put in over $3,000 on the 
expense of keeping this paper go- 
ing, alone. I have no regular sal- 
ary. I never take a collection for 
myself. When my church wants 
to give me anything, they put it 
in an envelope and give it to me. 
(Now in - full-time evangelistic 
work). There are lots of people 
who trust the Lord just as much, 
good men, whe have salaries; but 
I tell you, God has taken care of 
me these years. For five months 
I was on WBAP at Fort Worth, 
Texas, and paid $25.00 a day just 
for radio time alone, besides secre- 
taries and printing and living ex- 


. But day after day we 
would go to God in prayer. I had 
no church, I took no collection, but 
we prayed and God sent the money 
— Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wed- 
nesday, Thursday, Friday, Satur- 
day — week in and week out God 
supplied our needs. I know, be- 
yond any doubt, that a miracle- 
working, prayer answering God is 
mine, 

Somebody says, “Being a Chris- 
tian is all right in the next world.” 

Brother, it is all right in this 
world. I have seen the time when 


‘the Lord would give a dollar when 


I needed a dollar, and He has giv- 
en bread when I needed it, a car 
when I needed it, and a thou- 
sand dollars when I needed it! I 
am here to tell you that God cares 
for me and my family and my 
work, and takes care of a radio 
bill. I know God answers by fire. 
It is time you wake up to that 
fact and make up your mind that 
you are going to be an out and out 
Christian! 

As Elijah talked, the people an- 
swered him not a word. It takes 
more than words. It takes fire 
from Heaven! He said, “All right, 
we will try it out and see if God 
will answer by fire. What about 
it?” And they said, “It is well 
spoken.” Then when the fire came 
the people fell on their faces and 
said, “The Lord, he is the God; the 
Lord He is the God.” 

I want a revival and,I believe 
you want one., The kind I want is 
the kind God wants, the kind in 
which God manifests Himself in 
miracles. 

I will tell you now, I have seen 
cases where God raised up people 
who were at the point of death, 
with all hope gone — I have seen 
it in too many cases to doubt it. 
I remember when we prayed when 
it started to rain once in open air 
services in Dallas in August, 1932, 
without even a tent between us and 
the sky. We prayed and God 
stopped the rain and down there 
two blocks it was raining. That 
has happened in Waterloo, Iowa, 
and elsewhere, too often to be an 
accident. It happened with us 
many, many times. 


I went to Decatur, Texas, to 
visit a revival led by the dear 
Evangelist Sid Williams, now in 
Heaven, and they called on me to 
pray for rain. There had been a 
great drouth. ,The city lake was 
about dry, and they had cut off 
the water all but two hours a day. 
So they called for a time of prayer. 
I led the prayer as many joined 
me fervently kneeling at the altar, 
and asked God to send rain, and He 
did! The fact of the business is it 
rained three days and three nights 
and it ran the lake over and they 
called another prayer meeting to 
stop the rain so we could go on 
with the revival! That is true! 
People would turn to God, if we, 
like Elijah, could get God’s an- 
swer! 


I went to Peacock, Texas, a place 
that was burned up with drouth, 
in 1931. I said, “If we are going to 
have a revival, somebody believe 
God and join me in prayer that 
God will send rain.” So one day 
we felt God was ready. The peo- 
ple were convicted, were burdened. 
I announced, “We are going to 
pray for rain. Let’s ask God to do 
it in twenty-four hours. If it comes 
later, people will think it just hap- 
pened and that God had nothing to 
do with it.” So we asked God to 
do it in one day. “So if God does 
it, He will do it in that time,” we 
said. The time went on. We met 
the next morning. People were 
much concerned because the cat- 
tle were dying. Many people had 
left their farms. Crops were 
ruined, even the pastures were bar- 
ren and brown in mid-summer. It 
is a terrible thing to have a drouth 
in West Texas. So we prayed. 
That morning I preached. As yet 
there was no rain. That afternoon 
my wife said she had to wash, that 
is, she thought she had to wash. 
I don’t know how much faith she 
Riad. She sent Grace after a tub 
and she nearly blew away. At 
2:00 o’clock the sky suddenly was | 
overcast, and there came a great 
rain. The wind blew the big taber- 
nacle off its blocks. And down at 
the .store where unbelieving men 
were cursing and spitting tobacco 
juice and talking about this “fool 
preacher’ who prayed for rain — 
at this store the plate glass win- 
down was blown in and glass was 


scattered all over these men, and | si 


rain beat in. Some of them said, 
“Well, the moon was just right for 
rain.” Wasn't it funny that it did 
not rain at the next town? They 


WHO WAS 
CAIN’S WIFE? 


There are several scriptures 
which make it certain that Cain’s 
wife was descended from Adam 
and Eve as he was. Hither she was 
his sister or she might have been 
the daughter of one of his broth- 
ers and one of his sisters. In Gen- 
esis 3:20 we are told that Eve 
was “the mother of all living,” so 
it is certain that she was the moth- 
er or ancestress of Cain’s wife. 
Acts 17:26 again states that God 
has made of one blood all nations 
of men for to dwell on the face of 
the earth. First Corinthians 15:22 
teaches that all the human race 
became dead in sin through Adam’s 
sin. That proves that all the hu- 
man race is descended from Adam. 

Genesis 5:4 says, “And the days 
of Adam after he had begotten 
Seth were eight hundred years; 


had the same moon! If you had a 
rope five miles long and you could 
circle that place — that would cov- 
er about where it rained. 

I know God answers prayer. I 
know people will listen when you 
pray and everybody knows that 
God hears your prayer. We can 
have that kind of a revival here. 
What about praying for a reviv- 
al? During these week-night serv- 
ices we should have this build- 
ing packed and jammed and be- 
gin to pray and see miracles hap- 
pen and have wonderful answers 
to prayer and the whole town 
shaken, families made over. Do 
you want that? I tell you, all 
over the country people are hungry 
and we Christians ought to be able 
to convince them that we have a 
God that can answer by miracles. 
You say, “Well, people won’t come 
to church.” Well, what happens 
at church? “I can’t get them to 
listen to me,” you say. Well, there 
is nothing that happens when you 
talk. When you pray you have no 
power with God, no lives are trans- 
formed, and yours isn’t either. You 
don’t have joy. 

The other day I asked a man 
how he was getting along. He re- 
plied, “All right under the cir- 
cumstances.” 

What right has a Christian to be 
“under the circumstances?” Here 
we have a depression, hard times. 
A lost man is in a depression and 
a Christian man is in the same de- 
pression! A lost man can’t get a 
job, and a Christian man can’t 
either. What is the difference? 
Why should sinners believe in a 
God who can’t answer prayer? No 
wonder the outside world scoffs at 
our churches, our faith, our Bible, 
and our God! 

Somebody says, “Brother Rice, 
I am saved but my children are 
going to the dogs.” 

Well, here is a lost man and his 
children are going to the dogs, 
too. What is the difference in your 
religion and his? The lost man 
has no God to save his children, 
but neither have you! People don’t 
believe in that kind of religion, and 
I don’t either. If it can’t give you 
peace that the world doesn’t have, 
what is the use for it? I don’t be- 
lieve in that kind of Christianity. 
The world doesn’t believe in it, 
either. Old man Lot’s religion was 
a joke to his children. He was as 
one who mocked. I tell you, be- 
cause nothing happened in Lot’s 
life, it didn’t happen to the world 
round about. 

We need an old-fashioned, Holy 
Ghost revival that will change 
hearts, transform lives, make 
homes right, make hearts right, 
and convict sinners. Do you want 
it? Let’s meet God’s plan and get 
fire from Heaven! 

So the people here said to Elijah, 
“It is well spoken. If you are go- 
ing to put it to a test, show some 
physical, outright results, well and 
good.” And the result came and 
the people fell on their faces and 
said, “The Lord, he is the God.” 

You can have a revival here, the 
kind that will bring weeping and 
praying and shouting; the kind 
that you can write all over the 
country about and that sinners will 
know about, if you get to where 
you can have miracles happen in 
your heart and life, have fire from 
God, the manifestation of God’s 
convicting, saving, transforming 
power, people will sit up and take 
notice! If you haven’t got that, 
you had as well take down your 


gn. 

(To be concluded next week. We 
hope you will not miss the rest of 
this sermon which God has blessed 
to many hearts.) 


——— 


and he begat sons and daughters.” 

So he had many, many sons and 
daughters, and there would have 
been someone for Cain to ‘ 
And remember that at that time 
there was no command against 
Cain marrying his sister or one of 
close kin. Remember that Abra- 
ham’ married his half-sister (Gen. 
20:12). 

The misunderstanding about 
Cain’s wife arises from not notic- 
ing the use of the word “knew” 
in Genesis 4:17. That does not 
mean that Cain first met his wife 
or got acquainted with her after 
he went into the land of Nod. If 
you notice the same word in Gen- 
esis 4:1 and in Genesis 4:25, the 
Same chapter, you will see that it 
is used of Adam and Eve before 
the birth of Cain and before the 
birth of Seth. See also Matthew 
1:24 and 25 where the word is 
used in the same sense. 
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Unbeliever Convinced 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGBE 1) 


means that if you sincerely pray to 
God, He will reveal Himself to 
you.” 

“But of what use to pray to God 
if you don’t believe there is a 
God?” 

That was the puzzling question, 
but a thought flashed across me; 
and although I never had given 
such counsel to any man before, 
I gave utterance to it, for I felt 


guided. 
“No matter,” I replied, “pro- 
vided you are sincere. If it be 


only feeling after God, if haply 
you may find Him Who is not far 
from any one of us, God will not 
disregard any genuine effort to 
draw near to Him. Go and pray, 
if only like the famous Thistle- 
wood conspirator: ‘O God, if there 
be : God, save my soul if I have a 
soul,’ ”’ 


“Anything more?” said he. 


“Yes,” and I opened to John 7: 
17, and read, “If any man will do 
his will, he shall know of the doc- 
trine.” I added, ‘“‘That means that 
if you act up to whatever light 
you have, you shall have more 
light. In God’s school we never 
are taught a second lesson till we 
practice the first. “Then shall we 
pow if we follow on to know the 
Lord.’ 


“I have given you three texts to 
ponder and study. I wish to add 
one more, Matthew 11:28-30: . 
‘Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.’ That means that 
if you will come directly to Jesus, 
He will give you rest. Now notice 
these four texts. One bids you to 
search the Scriptures; one, to pray 
in secret; one, to put in practice 
whatever you know; and the last, 
to come to Jesus as a personal 
Saviour.” 

“Is that all?” he inquired. 


“That is all. Will you promise 
me to go and follow this simple 
prescription ?” 

“T will,” 

After kneeling in prayer togeth- 
er, he left me. Two weeks later, 
at the close of service, I gave a 
similar invitation to inquirers. The 
congregation was scarcely out of 
the house when this man came al- 
most running towards me, with 
both hands extended and his face 
beaming: “I have found God and 
Christ and am’a happy man.” 

He sat beside me and told the 
fascinating story. He had gone 
home that Sunday night, taken out 
from his trunk the Bible his moth- 
er had put there when he left 
home; had opened it and knelt be- 
fore the unseen God. He simply, 
sincerely asked that if there were 
a God at all, and if the Bible were 
the Word of God, and Jesus Christ, 
His Son and the Saviour of men, 
it might be shown him plainly. And 
as he read and prayed and sought 
for light, light was given. He 
humbly tried to follow every ray 
and walk in the light, and the 
path became clearer and plainer, 
and the light, fuller and brighter, 
until his eyes rested in faith upon 
Jesus. 

The grand panacea for all ills 
of the soul is a personal accept- 
ance of Jesus as a Saviour. But if 
there be an honest doubt that 
stands in the way, it may be re- 
moved by a sincere search into 
the Holy Scriptures, a 
drawing nigh unto God in prayer, 
and a sincere endeavor to live ex- 
~~ according to the light already 

ven. : 
— From The Alliance Weekly. 
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PAGE FOUR 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


CHAPTER VIII. “WHEREFORE COME 


OUT FROM AMONG THEM AND BE 
YE SEPARATE, SAITH THE LORD” 


(Concluding article on “Lodges 
in the Light of the Bible’’.) 


Let us return now to Second 
Corinthians 6:14-18 and consider 
prayerfully the duty of a Christian 
who is a lodge member. 


“Be ye not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath right- 
eousness with unrighteous- 
ness? and what communion 
hath light with darkness? 


“15. And what concord hath 
Christ with Belial? or what 
part hath he that believeth 
with an infidel? 


“16. And what agreement 
hath the temple of God with 
idols? for ye are the temple 
of the living God: as God hath 
said, I will dwell in them, and 
walk in them; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be 
my people. 

“17. Wherefore come out 
from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing; 
and I will receive you, 

“18. And will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be my 
sons and daughters, saith the 
Lord Almighty” (II Cor. 6: 
14-18). 

God says come out from among 
the unconverted and unbelievers. 
§x0d says break the yoke. God says 
be separate. Child of God, is it 
difficult. for you to know what to 
do? 

Ephesians 5:11, 12 says: 

“And have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove 
them. 

“For it is a. shame even to 
speak of those things which 
are done of them in secret.’ 
Don’t walk in the counsel of the 

ungodly, don’t stand in the way 
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of sinners and don’t sit in the seat 
of the scornful, dear child of God! 

The most spiritual and most 
trusted Christian leaders of the 
past and present have given their 
testimony against secret orders 
and lodges, and urge Christians 
who love God to come out from 
among them and be separate. The 
great Moody Church in Chicago of 
which Dr. Harry A. Ironside is 
pastor, founded by D. L. Moody, 
and with pastors like R. A. Torrey, 
Paul Rader, James M. Gray and 
Dr. Philpot in the past, requires 
one to renounce lodges and secret 
orders to be a member of that 
great church. The Cicero Bible 
Church of which Rev. William Mc- 
Carrell, long president of the In- 
dependent Fundamental Churches 
of America, is pastor, has the same 
stand. Wheaton College, the great- 
est independent Christian college in 
America, at Wheaton, Illinois, has 
the same stand. Drs. Jonathan 
Blanchard and Charles A. Blanch- 
ard, great presidents of Wheaton, 


were widely known for their vigor-. 


ous stand against lodges. In 1932 
this author preached in the Chi- 
cago Gospel Tabernacle on the 
text “Be Ye Not Unequally Yoked 
Together With Unbelievers,” and a 
trustee of Wheaton College im- 
mediately asked me to go and give 
that message in the college, which 
I did. The stand of the college has 
long been well known. 


D. L. Moody was vigorous in his 
influence against secret orders. 
His great Christian Workers’ Con- 
ferences, with leading preachers 
and Bible teachers from England 
and America, led many a preacher 
and student to forsake the secret 
orders. Nazarene churches forbid 
members to join the lodges. So do 
the Mennonites. So do many 
branches of the Lutheran churches. 
The Christian Reformed denomina- 
tion has denounced the lodge also, 
and forbids members to join the 
lodge. 

After the murder of William 


|| Morgan it is estimated that 45,000 
:| Masons quit Masonic lodges, leav- 


ing probably“less than 10,000. More 
than 2,000 lodges were disbanded! 

The great Evangelist Charles G. 
Finney who won some 200,000 
souls to Christ and then founded 
the Oberlin College of which he 
was long president, wrote a re- 
markable book on The Character, 
Claims and Practical Workings of 
Freemasonry. This great preach- 
er, soul winner, educator, and 
writer gives proof so convincing 
dnd so plainly stated, and in such 
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Christian spirit, that it is over- 
whelming. 

The National Christian Associa- 
tion for many years has been 
spreading information about the 
lodges. The address is 850 Madison 
Street, Chicago, and the official 
monthly is the Cynosure. This 
monthly magazine of thirty-two 
pages and cover costs $1.50 a year, 
and a sample copy may be se- 
cured free, with an interesting cat- 
alogue of books on the lodge ques- 
tion. 

The book, Heresies Exposed, 
compiled by William C. Irvine, edi- 
tor of The Indian Christian, with 
introduction by Dr. Louis T. Talbot, 
Pastor of Church of the Open Door 
and President of Los Angeles Bi- 
ble Institute, has gone through ten 
editions. Among other false cults 
exposed in this book is Freemason- 
ry. There is abundance of litera- 
ture on the subject, written by 
earnest Christian men. 

Notice this remarkable list of 
great Christian men and states- 
men who have denounced the lodg- 
es and opposed them, particularly 
Masons: “John Wesley, Alexander 
Campbell, Daniel Webster, Wendell 
Philips, Chief Justice Marshall, 
Charles Sumner, John Hancock, 
Horace Greeley, Joseph Cook, D. L. 
Moody, R. A. Torrey, Timothy 
Dwight, Chas. G. Finney and J.H. 
Fairchild ( presidents of Oberlin Col- 
lege), Jonathan and Charles A. 
Blanchard (presidents of Wheaton 
College), John Adams, James 
Madison, Ainos Wells, Simon Peter 
Long, James M. Gray” (See Ma- 
sonry by James Putt, Th.M., Zon- 
dervan Publishing House). .In 
Princeton Theological Seminary, as 
in other true training places for 
Christian workers, courses in mod- 
ern cults and false religions in- 
clude an exposure of the false 
teachings of fraternal orders. 

The lodges are organized. They 
threaten to boycott commercially, 
and to persecute and slander those 
who oppose the lodges. Many who 
have convictions against the lodges 
have no organization, no means of 
publication. Some are timid and 
some fear to lose friends and posi- 
tion. But I tell you now, that the 
widespread sentiment of the most 
useful soul winners and the best 
Christians in the world is against 
the Christ-rejecting lodges, with 
their oath-bound yokes with unbe- 
lievers, their blasphemies, and their 
unchristian and anti-christian false 
religion and their denial of blood 
redemption. 


I have thanked God many times 
for an earnest word spoken in a 
homiletics class by the saintly Dr. 
Jeff D. Ray at the Southwestern 
Theological Seminary at Fort 
Worth, Texas. He warned young 
preachers of the dangers of yok- 
ing up with unbelievers in the 
lodges. 

Since the first of these articles 
appeared in The Sword of the Lord, 
I have received many letters on the 
question of the lodges, and to my 
surprise, without exception, they 
are praising God for such ‘plain 
speech, and telling again and again 
how the writers, after they were 
soundly converted, were led by the 
Holy Spirit to quit the lodges. 
Others tell how their fathers were 
lodge members, but the Holy Spirit 
led them away from such a sin. 
One Christian in a letter tells how 
Dr. R. K. Maiden, a Baptist preach- 
er and editor, at a Masonic funeral, 
whispered to him, saying, “George, 
listen for the name of Jesus 
Christ.’’ The writer then tells how 
shocked he was that the name of 
Christ was never mentioned, and 
how surprised it was to hear the 
Masonic funeral service teaching 
salvation as the just reward of a 
pure and holy life! Another man, 
on fire for God, writes to say that 
when he was converted God 
showed him who his brothers were, 
“Who is my BROTHER,” says Je- 
sus? “He that heareth the words 
of my Father and doeth them.” So 
he quit the lodges. Preachers 
write to encourage me. One man 
writes to tell how a friend was 
converted reading the very first 
issue containing these articles. 
Many, many have written, asking 
for extra copiés of these papers by 
ones and twos and by bundles. I 
say that the sentiment of multi- 
plied thousands of devout Chris- 
tians is that no child of God has 
any business in the ‘lodges. And Je- 
sus Christ says, “Wherefore come 
out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch 
not the unclean thing; and I will 
receive you, and will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord Al- 
mighty’ (II Cor. 6:17, 18). 
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Dr. James M. Gray, late presi- 
dent of Moody Bible Institute, said 
in an address, urging Christians 
to come out of the lodges and not 
yoke up with unbelievers in their 
counterfeit religion: 

“In conclusion, I do not ex- 

pect that anything I am saying 
will change the mind of any 
lodge member, but I sincerely 
hope to be instrumental under 
God in saving some young men, 
and especially students of the 
Christian ministry, from en- 
tanglement with what I con- 
sider to be a great delusion; 
to plead with them to sep- 
arate themselves from the 
whole system, as I would plead 
with them about any other 
moral or spiritual counterfeit. 
I plead with them to separate 
themselves from it, because it 
is dishonoring to Jesus Christ; 
because it is hurtful to the 
truest interests of the soul; 
because it has the stamp of the 
dragon upon it. 

“As my friend, the late Rev. 
Dr. A. J. Gordon of Boston 
said, ‘We become unavoidably 
and insensibly assimilated to 
that which most completely 
absorbs our time and atten- 
tion.’ One cannot be contant- 
ly mixed in secular society 
without unknowingly los- 
ing some of his interést in the 
divine society of God and of 
angels, where he belongs by 
his new birth. Our citizenship 
is in heaven, my Christian 
brothers, and we ought to be 
careful where we are living 
and refuse to be attracted by 
any system which is a rival of 
the blood-bought church of the 
Redeemer.”’ 


Stephen Merritt was a Mason, 
the Master of the biggest lodge 
in New York years ago. He was a 
well known undertaker in New 
York City, was a manager of a 
large mission, and published and 
edited the King’s Messenger. He 
wrote the thrilling true experience 
of Samuel Morris, a heathen Afri- 
can boy who was led to come to 
America to learn about the Holy 
Spirit from Stephen Merritt. Mr. 
Merritt died in 1917, but his tes- 
timony about how he was led to 
renounce the lodge still lives. 

Speaking at a convention of the 
National Christian Association at 
Utica, New York, he told how a 
lodge member who was thought to 
be dying, called for him and re- 
proached him. Said the stricken 
man, “You told me then that it 
was all right if I was an unright 
man, and obeyed the precepts of 
the lodge, but I am leaning on a 


broken reed; and now I am dying} 


without God. I lay this to your 
charge, Worshipful Master. I 
leaned on you and now I am dy- 
ing.” That broke Merritt’s heart, 
and he never got away from it. 
The stricken Mason got well and 
was converted and urged Merritt 
to get out of the lodge. Now let 
this great Christian layman tell his 
own story: 

“About a month ago there 
was a precious meeting in the 
Tabernacle with our poor peo- 
ple. There came a great hush 
upon the congregation. The 
Holy Spirit was there in 
power, as we talked of Him. 
It was a solemn time. I felt 
subdued and close to God, and 
said, ‘I am Thine: I am alto- 
gether Thine, Lord.’ But the 
Holy Ghost said, “THAT 
WEDGE OF GOLD!’ I said, 
‘All is thine. There is nothing 
between me and Thee.’ He only 
said, ‘THAT WEDGE OF 
GOLD!’ Then I remembered 
under the floor of my tent, oh, 

I had hidden a wedge of gold! 

I had kept a beautiful jewel 

which was a present from the 

lodge and worth $250 or more, 

made of gold, with a diamond 

suspended in it. 
+ + * 

“T wrote a letter to the 
Temple Lodge No. 203, and 
told them God had told me to 
séver all connection with Ma- 
sonry forever. Then I enclosed 
the jewel and sent it. The 
members of the lodge came to 
talk with me. I was told it 
would ruin my business; that 
it would hurt me in a thousand 
ways. ‘Don’t break off,’ they 
pleaded. They wanted me to 
keep the jeWel. They said, ‘We 
don’t know what to do with it.’ 
I told them I would not give 
it house-room. They might 
melt it up and give it to the 
poor, if they wanted to. It 
was a wedge of gold in my 
tent and I would have it 


there no longer. 

“This was only about a 
month ago. It was the last 
link that bound me to the 
world. Now I am free. I will 
not have anything between Je- 
sus and my soul. In this con- 
vention I am standing for the 
first time a free man! For 
whom the Son makes free, he 
is free indeed. I never had 
such a blessed deliverance. 

“I. thank God the seal of the 
Spirit is on me; that I am 
walking in the light. They 
used to lead me about blind- 
folded, in the lodge. It was 
the blind leading the blind into 
the ditch. We must get out of 
that mire, and put our feet 
on the solid foundation, the 
Rock Christ Jesus. There only 
are we safe.” 


Christian, I have urged upon you *® 


the solemn duty to break the yoke 
that binds you in secret orders, 
and to come out from among them 
and please God. You, too, will have 
the sweet peace of God. Christ 
Himself will make up to you all 
you lose in friends and all you 
lose in business. Do not be afraid 
to step out in faith. God has said 
of wisdom, that “her ways are 
ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace” (Prov. 3:17). No 
one ever lost by doing what God 
said. Better yet, Jesus said, ‘““Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart; and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light” (Matt. 11: 
29, 30). And may God give you 
joy in your heart, may the way be 
clear between you and God when 
you pray, and may you Nave pow- 
er from Heaven on your testimony, 
to win unconverted, dying men to 
trust the Lord Jesus Christ and 
love Him and serve Him! 


Perhaps some person reads this 
booklet who does not know for 
sure that you are a child of God. 
Then let me urge upon you that 
you make sure today. Jesus Christ 
died to save sinners — sinners, 
mind you, not good people! For we 
are all sinners, and God’s only way 
of saving sinners is to have them 
trust in Jesus Christ and be 
cleansed by the merits of His aton- 
ing blood. Do not look upon the 
filthy garments of your righteous- 
ness. God will have none of them! 
Do not count upon church mem- 
bership nor lodge membership, nor 
morality. The only hope for a sin- 
ner is that Christ died for sinners. 
Put your trust in Him today and 
be saved! 
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